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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, February 18, 2014 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, 
Council Members Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Camille Greenwald,  Michael Jones, 
Connie Williams, Matt Casey, Ed Notter, and Rob Jacknewitz.  Also present were 
Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Menards, Inc. 

Establishment of Hadley Township South 

Community Improvement District. 

 

Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to hear public comment on the establishment of 
the Hadley Township South Community Improvement District.  All Council members 
were present. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the petition had been received from Menards regarding the CID 
whose boundaries are basically the south side of Elinor, through the Menards area 
only to Hanley Road to their boundary at Berkley.  This would be a half-cent 
Community Improvement District and the funds are estimated to bring in an 
estimated $8 million over the life of the CID; money which would be used to pay 
down the TIF.  Ms. Hamilton explained CIDs are used for a multiple of 
improvements; i.e. demolition, asbestos abatement, public infrastructure and new 
construction.  Ms. Hamilton sited numerous types of activities currently going on in 
the project area; demolition of public utilities, structure demolition, new roadways 
and parking lots, etc. which qualify to support the CID district. 
 
With no questions to come from the Council or audience, at approximately 7:36 p.m., 
Mayor Beck declared the Public Hearing, closed. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

At approximately 7:37 p.m., Mayor Beck called the Regular Meeting to order. All 
Council Members were present. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mr. Jones stated the next District 2 meeting will be held on Saturday, March 8 at The 
Heights at 10 a.m.   
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Mr. Jones stated that there will be a Veterans Memorial Dinner/Auction fundraiser at 
The Heights on March 29, 2014.  More information to follow. 
 
Mr. Jones stated the Veterans Memorial Golf Tournament is scheduled for May 7, 
2014 at Forest Park with a 12:00 noon shotgun start.  More information on this even 
will be coming; save the date. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Ken Thompkins-7948 Lavington Avenue-stated he was concerned about the 
construction of the new Public Works building behind their home.  Mr. Thompkins 
stated he would like more information on what is going to be behind the property. Mr. 
Thompkins stated he had seen the plans with Ms. Hamilton, but asked for something 
more precise.  His concerns were for noise and smell from the facility. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the Plan and Zoning Commission will be meeting on February 20 
on the Public Works facility plans and welcomed him to see the plans and ask more 
questions at that meeting. 
 
Mr. Thompkins stated the plans he viewed did not seem to be very clear as to what 
will be adjacent to their property. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated Staff has asked the engineers to plot the actual properties around 
the facility and that is being prepared and will be forwarded shortly.   
 
JoAnn Bailey-1513 Banneker Avenue-voiced her concerns for herself and her 
neighbor on Banneker regarding the removal by the developer of his fence on his 
property near the rear yard of her property.  Ms. Bailey maintained she had too had a 
relationship with the former church which had previously put up the fence which has 
now been taken down due to the developer’s project.    Ms. Bailey said she had 
benefited from that church fence as she felt it protected her property and wants 
someone to put a fence back up.  Ms. Bailey said her property is now open in the back 
due to lack of fence.  Ms. Bailey said had her own fence at one time before the church 
put up their own wall and fence and removed hers with her permisson.  Ms. Bailey 
also claimed recent damage was done to her property when the developer took down 
the church fence. 
 
Mayor Beck asked what sort of damage was done to the property. 
 
Ms. Bailey said they damaged sod by digging on to her property back yard. 
 
Mayor Beck said according to the plans for the project, the developer will be sodding 
and landscaping the area as part of their project.  Mayor Beck stated the new property 
owner, Rengaw, had the right to take down their own fence and the City cannot force 
them to do something like replace a fence that was theirs to remove.  Any previous 
agreement you might have had with the former church had doesn’t apply here. 
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Ms. Bailey stated the Council had made it mandatory that they move the fence/wall 
back 10’ and because of that, she feels her yard is now open to just anyone. 
 
Mayor Beck stated plans were initially heard at the Plan & Zoning Commission and 
the developer agreed to give up and prepare a 10’ buffer of land with landscaping to 
make the rear area more attractive rather than residents having to look at a retaining 
wall right on their back yards.  Mayor Beck stated that the hearing gave the 
opportunity to all to voice their concerns on this project. 
 
Ms. Bailey said she attended that meeting and heard details at the meeting but did not 
concentrate on any of the construction details at the meeting, but is unhappy now. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he feels if the wall had been built at the far end instead of the 
buffer area, it might have not been satisfactory to you and your neighbor.  The Mayor 
said the plans were discussed adequately and he feels the City is not responsible for 
making the developer build you a fence.  Mayor Beck stated he understands a gate 
will be installed on one end of the area as was requested previously. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

February 3, 2014 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the approval of the Regular 
Meeting of February 3, 2014.   Carried unanimously. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Snow events/plow issues 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the public works crews have done a phenomenal job on snow 
removal this season.  The City would like to remind residents with driveways to 
utilize the driveways when snow is predicted or falling as it helps the plow drivers to 
negotiate the narrow streets and do a more efficient job of salting/removal.  Ms. 
Hamilton stated the employees are very conscious of the parked cars and it is often 
difficult to maneuver around the parked vehicles especially if cars are parked on both 
sides of the street. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the crews had particularly difficult time due to parked cars at the 
MRH elementary school at Glades and Goff due to narrow streets and the incline. 
 
Ms. Greenwald asked if signage in these areas would help the situation or only 
allowing alternate parking on one side of the street during snow emergencies. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated it probably would not help, without legislation and the 
inclination to use the street rather than driveways is strong when families have 
multiple cars to move around.  Ms. Hamilton stated that legislation as an answer was 
discussed, but would probably not be effective or be reasonable enough to make a 
difference.   
 
Mr. Vilcek stated using the City newsletter, emails, etc. to encourage residents to park 
in their driveways during snow events might help.  Mr. Vilcek also reminded 
residents not to put their leaves in the street as they also impede snow plows; the 
leaves belong in the tree lawn area and sometimes snow removal overlaps with the 
final leaf pickups. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the plan is to notify residents in the winter newsletter of snow 
removal procedures and to request that those who have driveways use them for more 
efficient snow removal.  Ms. Hamilton stated they would use the City’s Facebook and 
Twitter accounts as well as regular emails to increase awareness. 
 
Ms. Greenwald also noted there was a problem of snow removal at The Boulevard 
whereby the lot areas were cleared but snow was pushed onto the Galleria Parkway 
sidewalk area making them impassible.    
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City will remind The Boulevard facility operators to not do 
this. 
 
Mr. Jones asked if the City had a policy of plowing the paved alley ways. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the alley ways are considered secondary issues behind the 
streets, city facility and city parking lots.  Ms. Hamilton stated it was difficult to 
decide what equipment to use on narrow alleys, and what to do with the snow so 
people are not blocked into their garages/carports.  Ms. Hamilton stated she would 
ask Public Works to look into procedures/policy. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5386; First reading 

Establishment of the Hadley Township 

South Community Improvement District 
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Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5386.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5386 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A PETITION TO ESTABLISH THE HADLEY 
TOWNSHIP SOUTH COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT; 
ESTABLISHING THE DISTRICT AS A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE 
STATE OF MISSOURI; FINDING THAT THE DISTRICT IS IN A BLIGHTED 
AREA; AND DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO NOTIFY THE MISSOURI 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CREATION OF THE 
DISTRICT. 
 
Bill No. 5386 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

Walter Moss-7456 Wise Avenue- voiced his concerns about the Wise Avenue street 
improvement project, particularly the loss of trees in his neighborhood.  Mr. Moss 
stated he felt there wasn’t enough communication from City staff and that the 
neighborhood was not properly involved in the planning of this project. 
 
Mr. Moss was concerned about the mis-communication that initially indicated there 
would be 59 trees eliminated and a later announcement that the number was actually 
19 to be cut. Mr. Moss said he was confused but admitted he had not had any 
meetings with any City staff other than the City Council members for that District. 
 
Mr. Moss stated he felt there wasn’t proper due-diligence and proper planning going 
into this project.   
 
Mayor Beck stated there is a complete plan available and if you have not seen it, you 
are more than welcome to view it.  Mayor Beck stated Wise Avenue was on the 
capital improvements program and was to be replaced as streets are regularly repaired 
and replaced.   
 
Mayor Beck stated there was a mistake in calculations regarding the trees; two 
departments were interpreting their initial questions on the subject differently and the 
number of trees to be cut was reported in error due to that mis-communication. Mayor 
Beck stated the trees that are to be removed would not survive the improvements to 
the street and would have to be removed eventually. Mayor Beck stated it was his 
understanding that the error in the tree count while was unfortunately sent out, once 
the error was recognized, was pointed out and proper information was distributed to 
residents. 
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Dianne Lee-7457 Wise- Ms. Lee stated she felt that Mr. Gipson, the City contact for 
the project, had been unreasonable in his contact with the residents and also noted she 
did not receive personal response from their City Council District One members on 
her concerns that she relayed to them. 
 
Council Member Casey stated they had met with residents for more than one hour, 
took notes and forwarded those concerns to the City Staff that were overseeing the 
Wise project and told Ms. Lee that Mr. Gipson would be responding to these 
concerns.  Mr. Casey stated it was his understanding Mr. Gipson had sent out an 
email addressing each of the concerns that had been forwarded to Mr. Gipson.  Mr. 
Gipson related that no further emails were received, even after another request went 
out asking for any further questions or concerns. 
 
Ms. Lee stated that the communication problems with city staff and her were on-
going and she was disappointed to see she had received the information from the 
same person she had issues with.  She again mentioned the issue of the 59 trees 
information wrongly distributed. 
 
Mayor Beck reiterated that there was a need here to recognize that the subject of the 
tree count had been noted erroneous and that the tree count is actually 19 trees and to 
visit the subject over again was not helpful. 
 
Ms. Lee stated the concerns she has raised were disregarded and she has not signed 
the easement approval.  Ms. Lee stated the answer to her refusal to sign was a 
message to say the project will go on without that easement approval and the project 
would be moving on. 
 
Ms. Lee wanted to know if there could be some changes to the plan before a 
contractor was hired to make the improvements to the street.  Ms. Lee stated the 
residents she had talked to do not want the street improvements – they do not want a 
wider street, a “great street” for cut-through traffic passage.  Ms. Lee stated the 
residents do not want a fancy new street; it is a residential street and federal money 
should be spent more wisely. 
 
Ms. Lee would like to have further discussions about the project with the City 
Manager or someone else other than Mr. Gipson.  Ms. Lee said she wants to hire an 
arborist or civil engineer to help her decide what these changes will do to her 
driveway.  Ms. Lee wants to hire someone to advise her if there isn’t another way to 
work with her driveway area, but feels there isn’t enough time to do so. 
 
Mayor Beck stated a meeting was held previously to disclose information on the 
project and the topic has been discussed during easement requests. 
 
Ms. Lee stated she wasn’t able to attend that meeting in 2011, and that was the only 
meeting that was held with residents which she feels is a lack of communication.  Ms. 
Lee stated she felt the next planned public meeting will be held after all the easements 
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are secured and the bid goes out to hire the contractor which she feels it is then too 
late for the residents to have any input.  Ms. Lee stated that not everyone who lived 
on the street in 2011 lives there now. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the plans have been available for viewing and to talk to the project 
manager, David Gipson for further inquiries or concerns. 
 
Craig Ahrens-7748 Wise Avenue-stated he was a new resident on Wise Avenue and 
was thankful for the work the City does to improve the infrastructure in the City.  Mr. 
Ahrens stated other residents had made him aware of the Wise Avenue improvement 
concerns and he feels he has gotten needed responses and the Council representatives 
have been helpful. 
 
Mr. Ahrens noted the Plan represented in 2011 has not been viewed since then and 
the neighborhood has had new residents since then, new houses, etc.  Mr. Ahrens 
stated he does not want the street to become a “thoroughfare” and would like the area 
to remain its residential type neighborhood.  Mr. Ahrens stated communication was 
key in this issue. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the plans have been out for some time which includes the 
matching Federal Grant.  Mayor Beck noted that sewers are going to be replaced on 
the street regardless of any street improvement plan, and that sewer work could mean 
the street would be redone in their fashion, not ours. Instead, the City was proactive to 
apply for the grant and combined with the street being on our capital improvements 
calendar it was a chance to enhance the neighborhood and improve the values of the 
property there.  The grant allowed an opportunity of an 80% contribution to costs 
associated with these improvements.  Mayor Beck stated the 19 trees will be re-
planted and as a Tree City USA, we do not casually remove trees without reason. 
 
Mayor Beck stated that MSD will begin sewer work in June so time is of the essence 
and it is not like we can go back and redo things at this time. 
 
Mr. Ahrens asked for more communication to the residents and feels this is beyond 
the Wise Avenue issues.  Mr. Ahrens would like to see the City reach out with more 
communication about projects such as this. 
 
Mr. Casey stated that it is an important project in the Wise Avenue area and it might 
be good to get more information out to the residents and hear their concerns, even 
knowing that there may not be resolution on everything they want at this time. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he appreciated the comments and it is possible to make 
arrangements to bring residents moreup-to-date on the street plan.  Mayor Beck stated 
he wasn’t sure what things could be changed, if any, thought the suggestion to offer 
the opportunity a good one. 
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With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:35 p.m. Mr. 

Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

______________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 
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